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The Trunk

Deep’s hands were trembling in anticipation as he proceeded to open the trunk. He had
waited long, too long, for his. He would have opened it earlier if this dying mother had not
made him promise to refrain from unlocking the trunk, her parting gift to him, till he turned
eighteen. Sixteen then, Deep could hardly wait for two more years. The encouragement of
his friend Samim, a literature enthusiast, worked. Samim had quoted, “Patience is bitter but
its fruit is sweet.”

Fighting against his impulses, Deep kept patience for two years and on the day he
turned eighteen, the two boys rushed to the attic and hastily unlocked the trunk. The rusty
lock had offered some resistance but Deep, in his quest for the Holy Grail, could not be
deterred by such minor hindrances.

But when he opened the trunk, all Deep saw was the blackness inside, the void out of
which nothing emerged. For a few moments, the two friends were struck speechless. Then
Samim clapped his hands and exclaimed — “Huh! Araby! What a lesson from aunty, my
friend! You are truly lucky...”

Deep gave Samim the same blank look he had received from the empty interior of the
trunk.

Shameek Ghosh
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wisdom

How intelligent a man is ! But he too
Favours the greed and decides to woo

The dark aspects of this mysterious globe,
Ignoring proudly the providential probe.

O when, dear God! When will this stop?

O when men learn their lust to crop!

Will man decipher through his intelligence
The world’s many lures and life’s essence?

Rasel Seikh
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